Second Regular Session 112th General Assembly (2002)

PRINTING CODE. Amendments: Whenever an existing statute (or a section of the Indiana
Constitution) is being amended, the text of the existing provision will appear in this style type,
additions will appear in this style type, and deletions will appear in this styte type:

Additions: Whenever a new statutory provision is being enacted (or a new constitutional
provision adopted), the text of the new provision will appear in this style type. Also, the
word NEW will appear in that style type in the introductory clause of each SECTION that adds
a new provision to the Indiana Code or the Indiana Constitution.

Conflict reconciliation: Text in a statute in this style type or this styte type reconciles conflicts
between statutes enacted by the 2001 General Assembly.

SENATE ENROLLED ACT No. 357

AN ACT to amend the Indiana Code concerning taxation.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Indiana:

SECTION 1. IC 3-13-10-3 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3. A vacancy in the
office of township assessor not covered by section 1 of this chapter
shall be filled by the county assessor, subject to the approval of the
state board of tax commisstorers: department of local government
finance. The county assessor shall make the appointment within thirty
(30) days after the vacancy occurs. If the vacancy occurred because the
elected township assessor failed to qualify or was removed, the person
who is appointed must be of the same political party as the elected
township assessor.

SECTION 2. IC 4-4-6.1-1, AS AMENDED BY P.L.120-1999,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. (a) There is created a nineteen (19) member
enterprise zone board, referred to as the "board" in this chapter. The
board consists of fifteen (15) voting members and four (4) nonvoting,
advisory members. The members described in subsection (b)(1)
through (b)(9) serve for four (4) year terms, except that for the initial
appointments to the board, six (6) members shall be appointed for two
(2) year terms. Not more than ten (10) members may be from the same
political party. The presence of at least eight (8) voting members is
required to have a quorum for board meetings.

(b) The governor shall appoint fifteen (15) enterprise zone board
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members as follows:
(1) A representative of business.
(2) A representative of labor.
(3) A representative of the fire prevention and building safety
commission.
(4) A representative of minority business.
(5) A representative of small business.
(6) A representative of a neighborhood association.
(7) A representative of municipal government.
(8) A representative of the state department of health.
(9) The lieutenant governor or his designee.
(10) A representative of the department of state revenue.
(11) A representative of the state board of tax commisstoners:
department of local government finance.
(12) A representative of the department of environmental
management.
(13) A representative of the Indiana development finance
authority.
(14) A representative of the Indiana business modernization and
technology corporation.
(15) A representative of the department of workforce
development.

(c) The president pro tempore of the state senate shall appoint two
(2) state senators to the enterprise zone board.

(d) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint two (2)
state representatives to the enterprise zone board.

(e) The four (4) legislative members appointed under subsections
(c) and (d) are the nonvoting, advisory members of the board.

(f) Members may be dismissed only by the appointing authority and
only for just cause. The governor shall fill any vacancy as it occurs for
the remainder of the its term.

(g) The governor shall designate a chairman and vice chairman
every two (2) years in the month in which the first meeting of the board
is held or whenever a vacancy occurs.

(h) The board by rule shall provide for the conduct of its business
and the performance of its duties.

(1) The department of commerce shall serve as the staff of the board.
If an urban enterprise association created under section 4 of this
chapter requests copies of forms filed with the board, the department
of commerce shall forward copies of the requested forms to the urban
enterprise association.

(j) Except as provided in subsection (k), a nonlegislative member is
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entitled to the minimum salary per diem as provided in
IC 4-10-11-2.1(b) while performing his duties. Such a member is also
entitled to reimbursement for traveling expenses and other expenses
actually incurred in connection with his duties, as provided in the state
travel policies and procedures established by the Indiana department
of administration and approved by the budget agency.

(k) If a nonlegislative member of the board is an elected public
official of local government, the member shall not be paid a salary.
However, the board member shall be reimbursed for necessary
expenses that are incurred in the performance of official duties.

(1) A legislative member is entitled to reimbursement as provided by
law for traveling expenses and other expenses actually incurred in
connection with his duties.

SECTION 3. IC 4-4-6.1-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. (a) The board
has the following powers, in addition to other powers whteh that are
contained in this chapter:

(1) To review and approve or reject all applicants for enterprise
zone designation, according to the criteria for designation which
this chapter provides.
(2) To waive or modify rules as provided in this chapter.
(3) To provide a procedure by which enterprise zones may be
monitored and evaluated on an annual basis.
(4) To adopt rules for the disqualification of a zone business from
eligibility for any or all incentives available to zone businesses,
if that zone business does not do one (1) of the following:
(A) If all of its incentives, as contained in the summary
required under section 2.5 of this chapter, exceed one
thousand dollars ($1,000) in any year, pay a registration fee to
the board in an amount equal to one percent (1%) of all of its
incentives.
(B) Use all of its incentives, except for the amount of
registration fee, for its property or employees in the zone.
(C) Remain open and operating as a zone business for twelve
(12) months of the assessment year for which the incentive is
claimed.
(5) To disqualify a zone business from eligibility for any or all
incentives available to zone businesses in accordance with the
procedures set forth in the board's rules.
(6) After arecommendation from an urban enterprise association,
to modify an enterprise zone boundary if the board determines
that the modification:
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(A) is in the best interests of the zone; and

(B) meets the threshold criteria and factors set forth in section

3 of this chapter.
(7) To employ staff and contract for services.
(8) To receive funds from any source and expend these funds for
the administration and promotion of the enterprise zone program.
(9) To make determinations under IC 6-3.1-11 concerning the
designation of locations as industrial recovery sites and the
availability of the credit provided by IC 6-1.1-20.7 to persons
owning inventory located on an industrial recovery site.
(10) To make determinations under IC 6-1.1-20.7 and IC 6-3.1-11
concerning the disqualification of persons from claiming credits
provided by those chapters in appropriate cases.
(11) To make determinations under IC 6-3.1-11.5 concerning the
designation of locations as military base recovery sites and the
availability of the credit provided by IC 6-3.1-11.5 to persons
making qualified investments in military base recovery sites.
(12) To make determinations under IC 6-3.1-11.5 concerning the
disqualification of persons from claiming the credit provided by
IC 6-3.1-11.5 in appropriate cases.

(b) In addition to a registration fee paid under subsection (a)(4),
each zone business that receives a credit under this chapter shall assist
the zone urban enterprise association created under section 4 of this
chapter in an amount determined by the legislative body of the
municipality in which the zone is located. If a zone business does not
assist an urban enterprise association, the legislative body of the
municipality in which the zone is located may pass an ordinance
disqualifying a zone business from eligibility for all credits or
incentives available to zone businesses. If a legislative body
disqualifies a zone business under this subsection, the legislative body
shall notify the board, the state board of tax commitsstoners;
department of local government finance, and the department of state
revenue in writing within thirty (30) days of the passage of the
ordinance disqualifying the zone business. Disqualification of a zone
business under this section is effective beginning with the taxable year
in which the ordinance disqualifying the zone business is passed.

SECTION 4. IC 4-4-6.1-2.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.289-2001,
SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2.5. (a) Subject to subsections (c) and (d), a
zone business that claims any of the incentives available to zone
businesses shall, by letter postmarked before June 1 of each year:

(1) submit to the board and to the zone urban enterprise
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association created under section 4 of this chapter, on a form
prescribed by the board, a verified summary concerning the
amount of tax credits and exemptions claimed by the business in
the preceding year; and

(2) pay the amount specified in section 2(4) of this chapter to the
board.

(b) In order to determine the accuracy of the summary submitted
under subsection (a), the board is entitled to obtain copies of a zone
business' tax records directly from the department of state revenue, the
state board of tax commuisstoners; department of local government
finance, or a county official, notwithstanding the provisions of any
other law. A summary submitted to a board or zone urban enterprise
association, or a record obtained by the board, under this section is
confidential. A board member, an urban enterprise association member,
or an agent of a board member or an urban enterprise association
member, who knowingly or intentionally discloses information that is
confidential under this section commits a Class A misdemeanor.

(c) The board may grant one (1) extension of the time allowed to
comply with subsection (a) under the provisions of this subsection. To
qualify for an extension, a zone business must apply to the board by
letter postmarked before June 1. The application must be in the form
specified by the board. The extension may not be for a period that is
longer than forty-five (45) days under rules adopted by the board under
IC 4-22-2.

(d) If a zone business that did not comply with subsection (a) before
June 1 and did not file for an extension under subsection (c) before
June 1 complies with subsection (a) before July 16, the amount of the
tax credit and exemption incentives for the preceding year that were
otherwise available to the zone business because the business was a
zone business are waived, unless the zone business pays to the board
a penalty equal to fifteen percent (15%) of the amount of the tax credit
and exemption incentives for the preceding year that were otherwise
available to the zone business because the business was a zone
business. A zone business that pays a penalty under this subsection for
a year must pay the penalty to the board before July 16 of that year. The
board shall deposit any penalty payments received under this
subsection in the enterprise zone fund.

(e) This subsection is in addition to any other sanction imposed by
subsection (d) or any other law. If a zone business fails to comply with
subsection (a) before July 16 and does not pay any penalty required
under subsection (d) by letter postmarked before July 16 of that year,
the zone business:

SEA 357 — Concur+



6

(1) is denied all of the tax credit and exemption incentives
available to a zone business because the business was a zone
business for that year; and
(2) is disqualified from further participation in the enterprise zone
program under this chapter until the zone business:
(A) petitions the board for readmission to the enterprise zone
program under this chapter; and
(B) pays a civil penalty of one hundred dollars ($100).

SECTION 5. IC 4-4-6.1-2.6, AS ADDED BY P.L.120-1999,
SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2.6. (a) This section applies to records and
other information, including records and information that are otherwise
confidential, maintained by the following:

(1) The board.

(2) An urban enterprise association.

(3) The department of state revenue.

(4) The department of commerce.

(5) The state board of tax commisstoners: department of local
government finance.

(6) A county auditor.

(7) A township assessor.

(b) A person listed in subsection (a) may request a second person
described in subsection (a) to provide any records or other information
maintained by the second person that concern an individual or business
that is receiving a tax deduction, exemption, or credit related to an
enterprise zone. Notwithstanding any other law, the person to whom
the request is made under this section must comply with the request. A
person receiving records or information under this section that are
confidential must also keep the records or information confidential.

(c) A person who receives confidential records or information under
this section and knowingly or intentionally discloses the records or
information to an unauthorized person commits a Class A
misdemeanor.

SECTION 6. IC 4-4-6.1-6, AS AMENDED BY P.L.204-1999,
SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 6. (a) Any business which substantially
reduces or ceases an operation located in Indiana and outside an
enterprise zone (referred to as a non-zone operation) in order to
relocate in an Indiana enterprise zone is disqualified from benefits or
incentives available to zone businesses. Determinations under this
section shall be made by a hearing panel composed of the chairman of
the board or the chairman's designee, the commissioner of the
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department of state revenue or the commissioner's designee, and the
chairman of the state board of tax commtisstonters or the chatrman's
destgrree: commissioner of the department of local government
finance or the commissioner's designee. The panel, after an
evidentiary hearing held subsequent to the relocation of the business,
shall submit a recommended order to the board for its adoption. The
recommended order shall be based on the following criteria and
subsection (b):
(1) A site-specific economic activity, including sales, leasing,
service, manufacturing, production, storage of inventory, or any
activity involving permanent full-time or part-time employees
shall be considered a business operation.
(2) With respect to a non-zone operation, any of the following that
occurs during the twelve (12) months before the completion of the
physical relocation of all or part of the activity described in
subdivision (1) from the non-zone operation to the zone as
compared with the twelve (12) months before that twelve (12)
months shall be considered a substantial reduction:
(A) A reduction in the average number of full-time or
part-time employees of the lesser of one hundred (100)
employees or twenty-five percent (25%) of all employees.
(B) A twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in the average
number of goods manufactured or produced.
(C) A twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in the average
value of services provided.
(D) A ten percent (10%) reduction in the average value of
stored inventory.
(E) A twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in the average
amount of gross income.

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), a business that would otherwise
be disqualified under subsection (a) is eligible for benefits and
incentives available to zone businesses if each of the following
conditions is met:

(1) The business relocates its non-zone operation for any of the
following reasons:
(A) The lease on property necessary for the non-zone
operation has been involuntarily lost through no fault of the
business.
(B) The space available at the location of the non-zone
operation cannot accommodate planned expansion needed by
the business.
(C) The building for the non-zone operation has been certified
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as uninhabitable by a state or local building authority.
(D) The building for the non-zone operation has been totally
destroyed through no fault of the business.
(E) The renovation and construction costs at the location of the
non-zone operation are more than one and one-half (1 1/2)
times the costs of purchase, renovation, and construction of a
facility in the zone, as certified by three (3) independent
estimates.
A business is eligible for benefits and incentives under clause (C)
or (D) only if renovation and construction costs at the location of
the non-zone operation are more than one and one-half (1 1/2)
times the cost of purchase, renovation, and construction of a
facility in the zone. These costs must be certified by three (3)
independent estimates.
(2) The business has not terminated or reduced the pension or
health insurance obligations payable to employees or former
employees of the non-zone operation without the consent of the
employees.

(c) The hearing panel shall cause to be delivered to the business and
to any person who testified before the panel in favor of disqualification
of the business a copy of the panel's recommended order. The business
and these persons shall be considered parties for the purposes of this
section.

(d) A party who wishes to oppose the board's adoption of the
recommended order of the hearing panel shall, within ten (10) days of
the party's receipt of the recommended order, file written objections
with the board. If the objections are filed, the board shall set the
objections for oral argument and give notice to the parties. A party at
its own expense may cause to be filed with the board a transcript of the
oral testimony or any other part of the record of the proceedings. The
oral argument shall be on the record filed with the board. The board
may hear additional evidence or remand the action to the hearing panel
with instructions appropriate to the expeditious and proper disposition
of the action. The board may adopt the recommendations of the hearing
panel, may amend or modify the recommendations, or may make such
order or determination as is proper on the record.

(e) If no objections are filed, the board may adopt the recommended
order without oral argument. If the board does not adopt the proposed
findings of fact and recommended order, the parties shall be notified
and the action shall be set for oral argument as provided in subsection
(d).

() The final determination made by the board shall be made by a
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majority of the quorum needed for board meetings.

SECTION 7. IC 4-10-13-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. (a) The state
board of tax commisstoners department of local government finance
shall prepare and publish each year the following report which must
contain the following property tax data by counties or by appropriate
taxing jurisdictions:

(1) The tax rates of the various taxing jurisdictions.
(2) An abstract of taxable real property including a recital of the
number of parcels and the gross assessed valuation of nonfarm
residential property including improvements thereon, the number
of parcels and the gross assessed valuation of commercial and
industrial real property, including improvements thereon, the
number of parcels and the gross assessed valuation of unimproved
real property, the number of parcels and the gross assessed
valuation of agricultural acreage including improvements thereon,
and the total amount of the gross assessed valuation of real estate
and the total assessed valuation of improvements thereon. The
abstract shall also include a recital of the total amount of net
valuation of real property.
(3) The total assessed valuation of personal property belonging to
steam and electric railways and to public utilities.
(4) The total number of taxpayers and the total assessed valuation
of household goods and personal effects, excluding boats subject
to the boat excise tax under IC 6-6-11.
(5) The total number of units assessed and the assessed valuation
of each of the following items of personal property:

(A) Privately owned, noncommercial passenger cars.

(B) Commercial passenger cars.

(C) Trucks and tractors.

(D) Motorcycles.

(E) Buses.

(F) Mobile homes.

(G) Boats.

(H) Airplanes.

(D) Farm machinery.

(J) Livestock.

(K) Crops.
(6) The total number of taxpayers and the total valuation of
inventories and other personal property belonging to retail
establishments, wholesale establishments, manufacturing
establishments, and commercial establishments.
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(b) The state board of tax commuissioners department of local
government finance is hereby authorized to prescribe and promulgate
the forms as are necessary for the obtaining of such information from
local assessing officials. The local assessing officials are directed to
comply with this section.

SECTION 8. IC 4-10-13-7 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 7. (a) The manner
of publication of any of the reports as herein required shall be
prescribed by the state budget committee, and the cost of publication
shall be paid from funds appropriated to such state agencies and
allocated by the state budget committee to such agencies for such
purpose.

(b) A copy of such reports shall be presented to the governor, the
state board of tax commuisstoners; department of local government
finance, the state budget committee, the commission on state tax and
financing policy, the Indtana legislative advisory commtsston; council,
and to any other state agency that may request a copy of such reports.

SECTION 9. IC 4-22-2-21 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 21. (a) If
incorporation of the text in full would be cumbersome, expensive, or
otherwise inexpedient, an agency may incorporate by reference into a
rule part or all of any of the following matters:

(1) A federal or state statute, rule, or regulation.

(2) A code, manual, or other standard adopted by an agent of the
United States, a state, or a nationally recognized organization or
association.

(3) A manual of the state board of tax commtsstoners department
of local government finance adopted in a rule described in
IC 6-1.1-31-9.

(b) Each matter incorporated by reference under subsection (a) must
be fully and exactly described.

(c) An agency may refer to a matter that is directly or indirectly
referred to in a primary matter by fully and exactly describing the
primary matter.

(d) Whenever an agency submits a rule to the attorney general, the
governor, or the secretary of state under this chapter, the agency shall
also submit a copy of the full text of each matter incorporated by
reference under subsection (a) into the rule, other than the following:

(1) An Indiana statute or rule.

(2) A form or instructions for a form numbered by the
commission on public records under IC 5-15-5.1-6.

(3) The source of a statement that is quoted or paraphrased in full
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in the rule.

(4) Any matter that has been filed with the secretary of state
before the date that the rule containing the incorporation is filed.
(5) Any matter referred to in subsection (c) as a matter that is
directly or indirectly referred to in a primary matter.

SECTION 10. IC 4-22-2.5-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. This chapter
does not apply to the following:

(1) Rules adopted by the department of state revenue.

(2) Rules adopted by the state board of tax commisstoners:
department of local government finance.

(3) Rules adopted by the Indiana board of tax review.

3> (4) Rules adopted under IC 13-14-9 by the department of
environmental management or a board that has rulemaking
authority under IC 13.

& (5) A rule that incorporates a federal regulation by reference
or adopts under a federal mandate a federal regulation in its
entirety without substantive additions.

SECTION 11. IC 4-22-5-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE)]: Sec. 1. Where under the
provisions of any statute, the State Board of Tax Commisstoners
department of local government finance or the Indiana board of
tax review (referred to as "the Indiana board" in this section) is
required to conduct a hearing, the commissioner of the department
or a member or members of sueh the Indiana board need not be
present or preside at such hearing, but the commissioner or the
Indiana board shall have the power, by an order in writing, to appoint
to so preside hearing officers whose duties shall be prescribed in sueh
the order. In the discharge of their duties, such the hearing officers
shall have all the powers to investigate and to require evidence granted
to the department or the Indiana board. The department or the
Indiana board may conduct any number of hearings
contemporaneously through different hearing officers. At the
conclusion of a hearing, the hearing officer shall make a written report
thereof. After receipt of steh the report the department or the
Indiana board may take further evidence or hold further hearings. The
decisions of the department or the Indiana board shall be based upon
steh the report, additional evidence, and records as the department or
Indiana board deems pertinent.

SECTION 12. IC 5-1-14-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. (a) Any bonds,
notes, or warrants, whether payable from property taxes, revenues, or
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any other source, are not subject to the maximum interest rate
limitations contained in any law enacted before December 31, 1982, if
they are issued by or in the name of any entity named in IC 5-1-1-1.

(b) After July 1, 1979, any bond, coupon, certificate of
indebtedness, or installment payment payable by a city, town, or
property holder for public improvements under the Barrett Law is not
subject to any maximum interest rate limitation. This subsection does
not apply to interest rates or penalties on delinquencies provided under
the Barrett Law.

(c) This section does not limit an interest rate review conducted by
the state board of tax commtsstoners department of local government
finance under IC 6-1.1-20-7.

SECTION 13. IC 5-1-16-42 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 42. (a) When the
authority, the board of trustees or board of managers of the hospital, the
board of commissioners of the county, and a majority of the county
council have agreed upon the terms and conditions of any lease
proposed to be entered into under section 38 or 39 of this chapter, and
before the final execution of the lease, the county auditor shall give
notice by publication of a public hearing to be held in the county by the
board of commissioners. The hearing shall take place on a day not
earlier than ten (10) days after the publication of the notice. The notice
ofthe hearing shall be published one (1) time in a newspaper of general
circulation printed in the English language and published in the county.
The notice shall do the following:

(1) Name the day, place, and hour of the hearing.

(2) Set forth a brief summary of the principal terms of the lease

agreed upon, including the character and location of the property

to be leased, the lease rental to be paid, and the number of years

the contract is to be in effect.

(3) State a location where the proposed lease, drawings, plans,

specifications, and estimates may be examined.
The proposed lease and the drawings, plans, specifications, and
estimates of construction cost for the building shall be open to
inspection by the public during the ten (10) day period and at the
hearing. All interested persons shall have a right to be heard at the
hearing on the necessity for the execution of the lease and whether the
lease rental under the lease is fair and reasonable. The hearing may be
adjourned to a later date with the place of the hearing fixed prior to
adjournment. Following the hearing, the board of commissioners may
either authorize the execution of the lease as originally agreed upon or
may make modifications that are agreed upon by the authority, the
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board of trustees or board of managers of the hospital, and the county
council. The authorization shall be by an order that is entered in the
official records of the board of commissioners. The lease contract shall
be executed on behalf of the county by the board of commissioners.

(b) If the execution of the lease as originally agreed upon or as
modified by agreement is authorized, notice of the signing of the lease
shall be given on behalf of the county by publication one (1) time in a
newspaper of general circulation printed in the English language and
published in the county. Except as provided in subsection (d), ten (10)
or more taxpayers in the county whose tax rate will be affected by the
proposed lease and who may be of the opinion that no necessity exists
for the execution of the lease or that the lease rental under the lease is
not fair and reasonable may file a petition in the office of the county
auditor within thirty (30) days after publication of notice of the
execution of the lease that sets forth the taxpayers' objections and facts
supporting those objections. Upon the filing of a petition, the county
auditor shall immediately certify a copy of the petition together with
such other data as may be necessary in order to present the questions
involved to the state board of tax commisstorers: department of local
government finance. Upon receipt of the certified petition and
information, the state board of tax commtsstoners department of local
government finance shall fix a time and place in the affected county
for the hearing of the matter that is not less than five (5) or more than
fifteen (15) days after receipt. Notice of the hearing shall be given by
the state board of tax commtsstoners department of local government
finance to the board of county commissioners and to the first ten (10)
taxpayer petitioners upon the petition by certified mail sent to the
addresses listed on the petition at least five (5) days before the date of
the hearing.

(c) No action to contest the validity of the lease or to enjoin the
performance of any of the terms and conditions of the lease shall be
instituted at any time later than thirty (30) days after publication of
notice of the execution of the lease, or if an appeal has been taken to
the state board of tax commisstorers; department of local
government finance, then within thirty (30) days after the decision of
that board: the department.

(d) The authority for taxpayers to object to a proposed lease under
subsection (b) does not apply if the authority complies with the
procedures for the issuance of bonds and other evidences of
indebtedness described in IC 6-1.1-20-3.1 and IC 6-1.1-20-3.2.

SECTION 14. IC 5-3-1-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.153-1999,
SECTION 1, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
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UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. (a) This section applies only when notice
of an event is required to be given by publication in accordance with
IC 5-3-1.

(b) If the event is a public hearing or meeting concerning any matter
not specifically mentioned in subsection (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (h)
notice shall be published one (1) time, at least ten (10) days before the
date of the hearing or meeting.

(c) If the event is an election, notice shall be published one (1) time,
at least ten (10) days before the date of the election.

(d) If the event is a sale of bonds, notes, or warrants, notice shall be
published two (2) times, at least one (1) week apart, with:

(1) the first publication made at least fifteen (15) days before the
date of the sale; and

(2) the second publication made at least three (3) days before the
date of the sale.

(e) If the event is the receiving of bids, notice shall be published two
(2) times, at least one (1) week apart, with the second publication made
at least seven (7) days before the date the bids will be received.

(f) If the event is the establishment of a cumulative or sinking fund,
notice of the proposal and of the public hearing that is required to be
held by the political subdivision shall be published two (2) times, at
least one (1) week apart, with the second publication made at least
three (3) days before the date of the hearing.

(g) If the event is the submission of a proposal adopted by a political
subdivision for a cumulative or sinking fund for the approval of the
state board of tax commisstoners; department of local government
finance, the notice of the submission shall be published one (1) time.
The political subdivision shall publish the notice when directed to do
so by the state board of tax commisstorrers: department of local
government finance.

(h) If the event is the required publication of an ordinance, notice of
the passage of the ordinance shall be published one (1) time within
thirty (30) days after the passage of the ordinance.

(i) If the event is one about which notice is required to be published
after the event, notice shall be published one (1) time within thirty (30)
days after the date of the event.

(j) If the event is anything else, notice shall be published two (2)
times, at least one (1) week apart, with the second publication made at
least three (3) days before the event.

(k) In case any officer charged with the duty of publishing any
notice required by law is unable to procure advertisement at the price
fixed by law, or the newspaper refuses to publish the advertisement, it

SEA 357 — Concur+



15

is sufficient for the officer to post printed notices in three (3) prominent
places in the political subdivision, instead of advertisement in
newspapers.

(1) If a notice of budget estimates for a political subdivision is
published as required in IC 6-1.1-17-3, and the published notice
contains an error due to the fault of a newspaper, the notice as
presented for publication is a valid notice under this chapter.

(m) Notwithstanding subsection (j), if a notice of budget estimates
for a political subdivision is published as required in IC 6-1.1-17-3, and
if the notice is not published at least ten (10) days before the date fixed
for the public hearing on the budget estimate due to the fault of a
newspaper, the notice is a valid notice under this chapter if it is
published one (1) time at least three (3) days before the hearing.

SECTION 15. IC 5-10-7-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 6. (a) When any
unit of government of this state acts as a receiving agency, employees
of the sending agency who are assigned under authority of this chapter
may:

(1) be given appointments in the receiving agency covering the
periods of such assignments, with compensation to be paid from
receiving agency funds or without compensation; or

(2) be considered to be on detail to the receiving agency.

(b) Appointments of persons so assigned may be made without
regard to the statutes or rules governing the selection of employees of
the receiving agency.

(c) Employees who are detailed to the receiving agency shall not by
virtue of such detail be considered to be employees thereof, except as
provided in subsection (d), nor shall they be paid a salary or wage by
the receiving agency during the period of their detail, except in special
cases upon written permission by the state board of accounts such
employee or employees shall be paid fully by special appropriation
approved by the county council and the state board of tax
commisstoners: department of local government finance. The
supervision of the duties of such employees during the period of detail
may be governed by agreement between the sending agency and the
receiving agency.

(d) Any employee of a sending agency assigned in this state who
suffers disability or death as a result of personal injury arising out of
and in the course of such assignment or sustained in the performance
of duties in connection therewith shall be treated for the purpose of
receiving agency's employee compensation program as an employee,
as defined in such statute, who has sustained such injury in the
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performance of such duty, but shall not receive benefits under that
statute for any period for which he elects to receive similar benefits as
an employee under the sending agency's employee compensation
program.

SECTION 16. IC 5-14-1.5-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE)]: Sec. 2. For the purposes
of this chapter:

(a) "Public agency" means the following:

(1) Any board, commission, department, agency, authority, or
other entity, by whatever name designated, exercising a portion of
the executive, administrative, or legislative power of the state.
(2) Any county, township, school corporation, city, town, political
subdivision, or other entity, by whatever name designated,
exercising in a limited geographical area the executive,
administrative, or legislative power of the state or a delegated
local governmental power.
(3) Any entity which is subject to either:
(A) budget review by either the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance or
the governing body of a county, city, town, township, or school
corporation; or
(B) audit by the state board of accounts.
(4) Any building corporation of a political subdivision of the state
of Indiana that issues bonds for the purpose of constructing public
facilities.
(5) Any advisory commission, committee, or body created by
statute, ordinance, or executive order to advise the governing
body of a public agency, except medical staffs or the committees
of any such staff.
(6) The Indiana gaming commission established by IC 4-33,
including any department, division, or office of the commission.
(7) The Indiana horse racing commission established by IC 4-31,
including any department, division, or office of the commission.
(b) "Governing body" means two (2) or more individuals who are:
(1) a public agency that:
(A) is a board, a commission, an authority, a council, a
committee, a body, or other entity; and
(B) takes official action on public business;
(2) the board, commission, council, or other body of a public
agency which takes official action upon public business; or
(3) any committee appointed directly by the governing body or its
presiding officer to which authority to take official action upon
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public business has been delegated. An agent or agents appointed
by aschool corporation to conduct collective bargaining on behalf
of that school corporation does not constitute a governing body
for purposes of this chapter.

(c) "Meeting" means a gathering of a majority of the governing body
of a public agency for the purpose of taking official action upon public
business. It does not include:

(1) any social or chance gathering not intended to avoid this
chapter;
(2) any on-site inspection of any project or program;
(3) traveling to and attending meetings of organizations devoted
to betterment of government; or
(4) a caucus.
(d) "Official action" means to:
(1) receive information;
(2) deliberate;
(3) make recommendations;
(4) establish policy;
(5) make decisions; or
(6) take final action.

(e) "Public business" means any function upon which the public
agency is empowered or authorized to take official action.

(f) "Executive session" means a meeting from which the public is
excluded, except the governing body may admit those persons
necessary to carry out its purpose.

(g) "Final action" means a vote by the governing body on any
motion, proposal, resolution, rule, regulation, ordinance, or order.

(h) "Caucus" means a gathering of members of a political party or
coalition which is held for purposes of planning political strategy and
holding discussions designed to prepare the members for taking official
action.

(1) "Deliberate" means a discussion which may reasonably be
expected to result in official action (defined under subsection (d)(3),
(d)(4), (d)(5), or (d)(6)).

(j) "News media" means all newspapers qualified to receive legal
advertisements under IC 5-3-1, all news services (as defined in
1C 34-6-2-87), and all licensed commercial or public radio or television
stations.

(k) "Person" means an individual, a corporation, a limited liability
company, a partnership, an unincorporated association, or a
governmental entity.

SECTION 17. IC 5-14-1.5-5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.251-1999,
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SECTION 4, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. (a) Public notice of the date, time, and
place of any meetings, executive sessions, or of any rescheduled or
reconvened meeting, shall be given at least forty-eight (48) hours
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) before the meeting.
This requirement does not apply to reconvened meetings (not including
executive sessions) where announcement of the date, time, and place
ofthe reconvened meeting is made at the original meeting and recorded
in the memoranda and minutes thereof, and there is no change in the
agenda.

(b) Public notice shall be given by the governing body of a public
agency by:

(1) posting a copy of the notice at the principal office of the
public agency holding the meeting or, if no such office exists, at
the building where the meeting is to be held; and
(2) depositing in the United States mail with postage prepaid or
by delivering notice to all news media which deliver by January
1 an annual written request for such notices for the next
succeeding calendar year to the governing body of the public
agency. If a governing body comes into existence after January 1,
it shall comply with this subdivision upon receipt of a written
request for notice.
In addition, a state agency (as defined in IC 4-13-1-1) shall provide
electronic access to the notice through the computer gateway
administered by the intelenet commission under IC 5-21-2.

(c) Notice of regular meetings need be given only once each year,
except that an additional notice shall be given where the date, time, or
place of aregular meeting or meetings is changed. This subsection does
not apply to executive sessions.

(d) Ifameeting is called to deal with an emergency involving actual
or threatened injury to person or property, or actual or threatened
disruption of the governmental activity under the jurisdiction of the
public agency by any event, then the time requirements of notice under
this section shall not apply, but:

(1) news media which have requested notice of meetings must be
given the same notice as is given to the members of the governing
body; and

(2) the public must be notified by posting a copy of the notice
according to this section.

(e) This section shall not apply where notice by publication is
required by statute, ordinance, rule, or regulation.

(f) This section shall not apply to:
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(1) the state board of tax commisstonrers department of local
government finance, the Indiana board of tax review, or any
other governing body which meets in continuous session, except
that this section applies to meetings of these governing bodies
which are required by or held pursuant to statute, ordinance, rule,
or regulation; or

(2) the executive of a county or the legislative body of a town if
the meetings are held solely to receive information or
recommendations in order to carry out administrative functions,
to carry out administrative functions, or confer with staff
members on matters relating to the internal management of the
unit. "Administrative functions" do not include the awarding of
contracts, the entering into contracts, or any other action creating
an obligation or otherwise binding a county or town.

(g) This section does not apply to the general assembly.

(h) Notice has not been given in accordance with this section if a
governing body of a public agency convenes a meeting at a time so
unreasonably departing from the time stated in its public notice that the
public is misled or substantially deprived of the opportunity to attend,
observe, and record the meeting.

SECTION 18. IC 5-14-3-2, AS AMENDED BY P.L.204-2001,
SECTION 12,IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. As used in this chapter:

"Copy" includes transcribing by handwriting, photocopying,
xerography, duplicating machine, duplicating electronically stored data
onto a disk, tape, drum, or any other medium of electronic data storage,
and reproducing by any other means.

"Direct cost" means one hundred five percent (105%) of the sum of
the cost of:

(1) the initial development of a program, if any;

(2) the labor required to retrieve electronically stored data; and

(3) any medium used for electronic output;
for providing a duplicate of electronically stored data onto a disk, tape,
drum, or other medium of electronic data retrieval under section 8(g)
of'this chapter, or for reprogramming a computer system under section
6(c) of this chapter.

"Electronic map" means copyrighted data provided by a public
agency from an electronic geographic information system.

"Enhanced access" means the inspection of a public record by a
person other than a governmental entity and that:

(1) is by means of an electronic device other than an electronic
device provided by a public agency in the office of the public
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agency; or
(2) requires the compilation or creation of a list or report that does
not result in the permanent electronic storage of the information.

"Facsimile machine" means a machine that electronically transmits
exact images through connection with a telephone network.

"Inspect" includes the right to do the following:

(1) Manually transcribe and make notes, abstracts, or memoranda.
(2) In the case of tape recordings or other aural public records, to
listen and manually transcribe or duplicate, or make notes,
abstracts, or other memoranda from them.
(3) In the case of public records available:
(A) by enhanced access under section 3.5 of this chapter; or
(B) to a governmental entity under section 3(c)(2) of this
chapter;
to examine and copy the public records by use of an electronic
device.
(4) In the case of electronically stored data, to manually transcribe
and make notes, abstracts, or memoranda or to duplicate the data
onto a disk, tape, drum, or any other medium of electronic
storage.

"Investigatory record" means information compiled in the course of
the investigation of a crime.

"Patient" has the meaning set out in IC 16-18-2-272(d).

"Person" means an individual, a corporation, a limited liability
company, a partnership, an unincorporated association, or a
governmental entity.

"Provider" has the meaning set out in IC 16-18-2-295(a) and
includes employees of the state department of health or local boards of
health who create patient records at the request of another provider or
who are social workers and create records concerning the family
background of children who may need assistance.

"Public agency" means the following:

(1) Any board, commission, department, division, bureau,
committee, agency, office, instrumentality, or authority, by
whatever name designated, exercising any part of the executive,
administrative, judicial, or legislative power of the state.
(2) Any:
(A) county, township, school corporation, city, or town, or any
board, commission, department, division, bureau, committee,
office, instrumentality, or authority of any county, township,
school corporation, city, or town;
(B) political subdivision (as defined by IC 36-1-2-13); or
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(C) other entity, or any office thereof, by whatever name
designated, exercising in a limited geographical area the
executive, administrative, judicial, or legislative power of the
state or a delegated local governmental power.
(3) Any entity or office that is subject to:
(A) budget review by either the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance or
the governing body of a county, city, town, township, or school
corporation; or
(B) an audit by the state board of accounts.
(4) Any building corporation of a political subdivision that issues
bonds for the purpose of constructing public facilities.
(5) Any advisory commission, committee, or body created by
statute, ordinance, or executive order to advise the governing
body of a public agency, except medical staffs or the committees
of any such staff.
(6) Any law enforcement agency, which means an agency or a
department of any level of government that engages in the
investigation, apprehension, arrest, or prosecution of alleged
criminal offenders, such as the state police department, the police
or sheriff's department of a political subdivision, prosecuting
attorneys, members of the excise police division of the alcohol
and tobacco commission, conservation officers of the department
of natural resources, and the security division of the state lottery
commission.
(7) Any license branch staffed by employees of the bureau of
motor vehicles commission under IC 9-16.
(8) The state lottery commission, including any department,
division, or office of the commission.
(9) The Indiana gaming commission established under IC 4-33,
including any department, division, or office of the commission.
(10) The Indiana horse racing commission established by IC 4-31,
including any department, division, or office of the commission.
"Public record" means any writing, paper, report, study, map,
photograph, book, card, tape recording, or other material that is
created, received, retained, maintained, used, or filed by or with a
public agency and which is generated on paper, paper substitutes,
photographic media, chemically based media, magnetic or machine
readable media, electronically stored data, or any other material,
regardless of form or characteristics.
"Standard-sized documents" includes all documents that can be
mechanically reproduced (without mechanical reduction) on paper
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sized eight and one-half (8 1/2) inches by eleven (11) inches or eight
and one-half (8 1/2) inches by fourteen (14) inches.

"Trade secret" has the meaning set forth in IC 24-2-3-2.

"Work product of an attorney" means information compiled by an
attorney in reasonable anticipation of litigation and includes the
attorney's:

(1) notes and statements taken during interviews of prospective
witnesses; and
(2) legal research or records, correspondence, reports, or
memoranda to the extent that each contains the attorney's
opinions, theories, or conclusions.
This definition does not restrict the application of any exception under
section 4 of this chapter.

SECTION 19. IC 5-21-1-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. "Authorized
user" means:

(1) any board, commission, department, agency, or authority, by
whatever name designated, exercising a portion of the executive,
administrative, legislative, or judicial power of the state;
(2) any county, city, town, township, school corporation, political
subdivision, or other entity, by whatever name designated,
exercising in a limited geographical area the executive,
administrative, legislative, or judicial power of the state or a local
governmental power;
(3) any entity that is subject to:
(A) budget review by the state board of tax commisstoners
department of local government finance or the governing
body of a county, city, town, township, or school corporation;
or
(B) audit by the state board of accounts;
(4) any building corporation of a political subdivision of the state
that issues bonds for the purpose of constructing public facilities;
(5) any advisory commission, committee, or body created by
statute, ordinance, or executive order and requiring the use of the
intelenet system;
(6) the Indiana higher education telecommunications system
(IC 20-12-12) and all of the colleges and universities included in
that system;
(7) any Indiana broadcasting station licensed by the Federal
Communications Commission as a noncommercial radio or
television station for the purposes of educational programming;
(8) any community network; or
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(9) any nonpublic school (as defined in IC 20-10.1-1-3).

SECTION 20. IC 6-1.1-1-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 15. "Real property"
means:

(1) land located within this state;

(2) a building or fixture situated on land located within this state;
(3) an appurtenance to land located within this state;

(4) an estate in land located within this state, or an estate, right,
or privilege in mines located on or minerals, including but not
limited to oil or gas, located in the land, if the estate, right, or
privilege is distinct from the ownership of the surface of the land;
and

(5) notwithstanding IC 6-6-6-7, a riverboat licensed under the
provisions of IC 4-33 for which the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance shall
prescribe standards to be used by township assessors.

SECTION 21. IC 6-1.1-3-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. (a) Except as
provided in subsection (c), of this seetton; personal property which is
owned by a person who is a resident of this state shall be assessed at
the place where the owner resides on the assessment date of the year
for which the assessment is made.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), of this seettorn; personal
property which is owned by a person who is not a resident of this state
shall be assessed at the place where the owner's principal office within
this state is located on the assessment date of the year for which the
assessment is made.

(c) Personal property shall be assessed at the place where it is
situated on the assessment date of the year for which the assessment is
made if the property is:

(1) regularly used or permanently located where it is situated; or
(2) owned by a nonresident who does not have a principal office
within this state.

(d) If a personal property return is filed pursuant to subsection (c),
the owner of the property shall provide, within forty-five (45) days after
the filing deadline, a copy or other written evidence of the filing of the
return to the assessor of the township in which the owner resides. If
such evidence is not filed within forty-five (45) days after the filing
deadline, the assessor of the township in which the owner resides shall
determine if the owner filed a personal property return in the township
where the property is situated. If such a return was filed, the property
shall be assessed where it is situated. If such a return was not filed, the
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assessor of the township where the owner resides shall notify the
assessor of the township where the property is situated, and the
property shall be assessed where it is situated. This subsection does not
apply to a taxpayer who:
(1) is required to file duplicate personal property returns under
section 7(c) of this chapter and under regulations promulgated by
the state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance with respect to that section; or
(2) is required by the state board of tax commisstoners
department of local government finance to file a summary of
the taxpayer's business tangible personal property returns.

SECTION 22. IC 6-1.1-3-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4. (a) Ifa question
arises as to the proper place to assess personal property, the county
assessor shall determine the place if the conflict involves different
townships which are located within the county the assessor serves. If
the conflict involves different counties, the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance shall
determine the proper place of assessment.

(b) A determination made under this section by a county assessor or
the state board of tax commtsstoners department of local government
finance is final.

(c) If taxes are paid to a county which is not entitled to collect them,
the state board of tax commisstoners department of local government
finance may direct the authorities of the county which wrongfully
collected the taxes to refund the taxes collected and any penalties
charged on the taxes.

SECTION 23. IC 6-1.1-3-7.5, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2001,
SECTION 6, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 7.5. (a) A taxpayer may file an amended
personal property tax return, in conformity with the rules adopted by
the state board of tax commisstoners thefore the board was abelished)
or the department of local government finance, not more than six (6)
months after the later of the following:

(1) The filing date for the original personal property tax return, if
the taxpayer is not granted an extension in which to file under
section 7 of this chapter.

(2) The extension date for the original personal property tax
return, if the taxpayer is granted an extension under section 7 of
this chapter.

(b) A tax adjustment related to an amended personal property tax
return shall be made in conformity with rules adopted under IC 4-22-2
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by the state board of tax commtsstoners tbefore the board was
abolshed) or the department of local government finance.

(c) If a taxpayer wishes to correct an error made by the taxpayer on
the taxpayer's original personal property tax return, the taxpayer must
file an amended personal property tax return under this section within
the time required by subsection (a). A taxpayer may claim on an
amended personal property tax return any adjustment or exemption that
would have been allowable under any statute or rule adopted by the
state board of tax commuisstoners tbefore the board was aboltshed) or
the department of local government finance if the adjustment or
exemption had been claimed on the original personal property tax
return.

(d) Notwithstanding any other provision, if:

(1) ataxpayer files an amended personal property tax return under
this section in order to correct an error made by the taxpayer on
the taxpayer's original personal property tax return; and
(2) the taxpayer is entitled to a refund of personal property taxes
paid by the taxpayer under the original personal property tax
return;

the taxpayer is not entitled to interest on the refund.

(e) If a taxpayer files an amended personal property tax return for
a year before July 16 of that year, the taxpayer shall pay taxes payable
in the immediately succeeding year based on the assessed value
reported on the amended return.

(f) If a taxpayer files an amended personal property tax return for a
year after July 15 of that year, the taxpayer shall pay taxes payable in
the immediately succeeding year based on the assessed value reported
on the taxpayer's original personal property tax return. A taxpayer that
paid taxes under this subsection is entitled to a credit in the amount of
taxes paid by the taxpayer on the remainder of:

(1) the assessed value reported on the taxpayer's original personal

property tax return; minus

(2) the finally determined assessed value that results from the

filing of the taxpayer's amended personal property tax return.
Except as provided in subsection (k), the county auditor shall apply the
credit against the taxpayer's property taxes on personal property
payable in the year that immediately succeeds the year in which the
taxes were paid.

(g) If the amount of the credit to which the taxpayer is entitled under
subsection (f) exceeds the amount of the taxpayer's property taxes on
personal property payable in the year that immediately succeeds the
year in which the taxes were paid, the county auditor shall apply the
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amount of the excess credit against the taxpayer's property taxes on
personal property in the next succeeding year.

(h) Not later than December 31 of the year in which a credit is
applied under subsection (g), the county auditor shall refund to the
taxpayer the amount of any excess credit that remains after application
of the credit under subsection (g).

(i) The taxpayer is not required to file an application for:

(1) a credit under subsection (f) or (g); or
(2) a refund under subsection (h).

(j) Before August 1 of each year, the county auditor shall provide to
each taxing unit in the county an estimate of the total amount of the
credits under subsection (f) or (g) that will be applied against taxes
imposed by the taxing unit that are payable in the immediately
succeeding year.

(k) A county auditor may refund a credit amount to a taxpayer
before the time the credit would otherwise be applied against property
tax payments under this section.

SECTION 24. IC 6-1.1-3-9 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 9. (a) In
completing a personal property return for a year, a taxpayer shall make
a complete disclosure of all information required by the state board of
tax commuisstoners; department of local government finance that is
related to the value, nature, or location of personal property:

(1) which e that the taxpayer owned on the assessment date of
that year; or

(2) whteh he that the taxpayer held, possessed, or controlled on
the assessment date of that year.

(b) The taxpayer shall certify to the truth of:

(1) all information appearing in a personal property return; and
(2) all data accompanying the return.

SECTION 25. IC 6-1.1-3-10 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 10. (a) Ifataxpayer
owns, holds, possesses, or controls personal property which is located
in two (2) or more townships, he shall file any additional returns with
the state board of tax commisstoners department of local government
finance which the board department of local government finance
may require by regulation.

(b) If a taxpayer owns, holds, possesses, or controls personal
property which is located in two (2) or more taxing districts within the
same township, he shall file a separate personal property return
covering the property in each taxing district.

SECTION 26. IC 6-1.1-3-11 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 11. (a) For
purposes of this section, "inventory" means:
(1) materials held for processing or for use in production;
(2) finished or partially finished goods of a manufacturer or
processor; and
(3) property held for sale in the ordinary course of trade or
business.

(b) If the inventory owned or held by a taxpayer on the assessment
date of a year does not, in his opinion, fairly represent the average
inventory carried by him, the taxpayer may elect to list his inventory for
assessment on the basis of the average true tax value of the inventory
owned or held by the taxpayer during the preceding calendar year, or
during the portion of the preceding calendar year that the taxpayer was
engaged in business.

(c) Ifa taxpayer elects to use the average method, he shall notify the
township assessor of the election at the time he files his personal
property return. The election, once made, is binding on the taxpayer for
the tax year in question and for each year thereafter unless permission
to change is granted by the state board of tax commisstoners:
department of local government finance.

(d) If a taxpayer elects to use the average method, he shall use that
method for reporting the value of all his inventories which are located
in this state.

SECTION 27. IC 6-1.1-3-12 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 12. (a) A taxpayer
who elects to use the average method provided by section 11 of this
chapter shall keep books which clearly show the inventory on hand and
the true tax value of that inventory as of the last day of each accounting
period. The books shall be kept in accordance with the rules of the state
board of tax commissioners: department of local government
finance.

(b) If a taxpayer adopts the average method of valuing inventory, he
shall use at least twelve (12) uniform accounting periods for each
calendar year. The accounting periods must represent the regular and
ordinary accounting practice of the taxpayer. If the taxpayer was
engaged in business for only a portion of the preceding calendar year,
the accounting periods must be such that there would be twelve (12) or
more if used for a full year.

(c) The state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance shall promulgate uniform rules for determining
the fair, equitable, and practical true tax value of average inventories.

SECTION 28. IC 6-1.1-3-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 17. (a) On or
before June 1 of each year, each township assessor of a county shall
deliver to the county assessor a list which states by taxing district the
total of the personal property assessments as shown on the personal
property returns filed with the assessor on or before the filing date of
that year and in a county with a township assessor under IC 36-6-5-1
in every township the township assessor shall deliver the lists to the
county auditor as prescribed in subsection (b).

(b) On or before July 1 of each year, each county assessor shall
certify to the county auditor the assessment value of the personal
property in every taxing district.

(c) The state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance shall prescribe the forms required by this section.

SECTION 29. IC 6-1.1-3-18 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 18. (a) Each
township assessor of a county shall periodically report to the county
assessor and the county auditor with respect to the returns and
properties of taxpayers which the township assessor has examined. The
township assessor shall submit these reports in the form and on the
dates prescribed by the state board of tax commtsstoners: department
of local government finance.

(b) Each year, on or before the time prescribed by the state board of
tax commisstoners; department of local government finance, each
township assessor of a county shall deliver to the county assessor a
copy of each business personal property return which the taxpayer is
required to file in duplicate under section 7(c) of this chapter and a
copy of any supporting data supplied by the taxpayer with the return.

SECTION 30. IC 6-1.1-4-4, AS AMENDED BY P.L.198-2001,
SECTION 7,1S AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4. (a) A general reassessment, involving a
physical inspection of all real property in Indiana, shall begin July 1,
2000, and each fourth year thereafter. Each reassessment shall be
completed on or before March 1, of the immediately following
even-numbered year, and shall be the basis for taxes payable in the year
following the year in which the general assessment is to be completed.

(b) In order to ensure that assessing officials and members of each
county property tax assessment board of appeals are prepared for a
general reassessment of real property, the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance shall give
adequate advance notice of the general reassessment to the county and
township taxing officials of each county.

SECTION 31. IC 6-1.1-4-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. (a) A petition for
the reassessment of real property situated within a township may be
filed with the state board of tax commtsstonrers department of local
government finance on or before March 31st of any year which is not
a general election year and in which no general reassessment of real
property is made.

(b) The petition for reassessment must be signed by not less than the
following percentage of all the owners of taxable real property who
reside in the township:

(1) fifteen percent (15%) for a township which does not contain
an incorporated city or town;
(2) five percent (5%) for a township containing all or part of an
incorporated city or town which has a population of five thousand
(5,000) or less;
(3) four percent (4%) for a township containing all or part of an
incorporated city which has a population of more than five
thousand (5,000) but not exceeding ten thousand (10,000);
(4) three percent (3%) for a township containing all or part of an
incorporated city which has a population of more than ten
thousand (10,000) but not exceeding fifty thousand (50,000);
(5) two percent (2%) for a township containing all or part of an
incorporated city which has a population of more than fifty
thousand (50,000) but not exceeding one hundred fifty thousand
(150,000); or
(6) one percent (1%) for a township containing all or part of an
incorporated city which has a population of more than one
hundred fifty thousand (150,000).
The signatures on the petition must be verified by the oath of one (1)
or more of the signers. And, a certificate of the county auditor stating
that the signers constitute the required number of resident owners of
taxable real property of the township must accompany the petition.

SECTION 32. IC 6-1.1-4-6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 6. If the state board
of tax commisstoners department of local government finance
determines that a petition filed under section 5 of this chapter has been
signed by the required number of petitioners and that the present
assessed value of any real property is inequitable, the board
department of local government finance shall order a reassessment
of the real property which has been inequitably assessed. The order
shall specify the time within which the reassessment shall be completed
and the date on which the reassessment shall become effective.

SECTION 33. IC 6-1.1-4-9 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 9. In order to
maintain a just and equitable valuation of real property, the state board
of tax commisstoners department of local government finance may
adopt a resolution declaring its belief that it is necessary to reassess all
or a portion of the real property located within this state. If the board
department of local government finance adopts a reassessment
resolution and if either a township or a larger area is involved, the
board department shall hold a hearing concerning the necessity for the
reassessment at the courthouse of the county in which the property is
located. The board department of local government finance shall
give notice of the time and place of the hearing in the manner provided
in section 10 of this chapter. After the hearing, or if the area involved
is less than a township, after the adoption of the board's resolution of
the department of local government finance, the board department
may order any reassessment it deems necessary. The order shall specify
the time within which the reassessment must be completed and the date
the reassessment will become effective.

SECTION 34. IC 6-1.1-4-11 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 11. (a) If a
substantial amount of real and personal property in a township has been
partially or totally destroyed as a result of a disaster, the state board of
tax commisstoners department of local government finance shall:

(1) cause a survey to be made of the area or areas in which the

property has been destroyed; and

(2) order a reassessment of the destroyed property;
if a person petitions the board department to take that action. The
board department of local government finance shall specify in its
order the time within which the reassessment must be completed and
the date on which the reassessment will become effective. However,
the reassessed value and the corresponding adjustment of tax due, past
due, or already paid is effective as of the date the disaster occurred,
without penalty.

(b) The petition for reassessment of destroyed property, the
reassessment order, and the tax adjustment order may not be made after
December 31st of the year in which the taxes which would first be
affected by the reassessment are payable.

SECTION 35. IC 6-1.1-4-12 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 12.Ifland assessed
on an acreage basis is subdivided into lots, the land shall be reassessed
on the basis of lots. If land is rezoned for, or put to, a different use, the
land shall be reassessed on the basis of its new classification. If
improvements are added to real property, the improvements shall be
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assessed. An assessment or reassessment made under this section is
effective on the next assessment date. However, if land assessed on an
acreage basis is subdivided into lots, the lots may not be reassessed
until the next assessment date following a transaction which results in
a change in legal or equitable title to that lot. No petition to the state
board of tax commisstoners department of local government finance
is necessary with respect to an assessment or reassessment made under
this section.

SECTION 36. IC 6-1.1-4-13 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 13. (a) In assessing
or reassessing land, the land shall be assessed as agricultural land only
when it is devoted to agricultural use.

(b) In making a general reassessment of land used for agriculture,
the county assessor shall appoint a committee of five (5) competent
persons to help determine land values. At least two (2) of the
committee members must be agricultural land owners of the county.
The committee shall be known as the county agricultural land advisory
committee. The indicators of value determined by this committee shall
be submitted to the tax commtsstorers' agricultural advisory council,
as established under IC 6-1.1-38-1, as guides for ascertaining the value
of agricultural land.

(c) The state board of tax commisstorrers department of local
government finance shall give written notice to each county assessor
of:

(1) the availability of the United States Department of
Agriculture's soil survey data; and
(2) the appropriate soil productivity factor for each type or
classification of soil shown on the United States Department of
Agriculture's soil survey map.
All assessing officials and the property tax assessment board of appeals
shall use the data in determining the true tax value of agricultural land.

(d) The state board of tax commtsstonrers department of local
government finance shall by rule provide for the method for
determining the true tax value of each parcel of agricultural land.

(e) This section does not apply to land purchased for industrial,
commercial, or residential uses.

SECTION 37. IC 6-1.1-4-13.6 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 13.6. (a) ta) The
township assessor shall determine the values of all classes of
commercial, industrial, and residential land (including farm homesites)
in the township using guidelines determined by the state board of tax
commisstoners: department of local government finance. Not later

SEA 357 — Concur+



32

than November 1 of the year preceding the year in which a general
reassessment becomes effective, the assessor determining the values of
land shall submit the values to the county property tax assessment
board of appeals. Not later than December 1 of the year preceding the
year in which a general reassessment becomes effective, the county
property tax assessment board of appeals shall hold a public hearing in
the county concerning those values. The property tax assessment board
of appeals shall give notice of the hearing in accordance with IC 5-3-1
and shall hold the hearing after March 31 and before December 1 of the
year preceding the year in which the general reassessment under
IC 6-1.1-4-4 becomes effective.

(b) The county property tax assessment board of appeals shall
review the values submitted under subsection (a) and may make any
modifications it considers necessary to provide uniformity and equality.
The county property tax assessment board of appeals shall coordinate
the valuation of property adjacent to the boundaries of the county with
the county property tax assessment boards of appeals of the adjacent
counties using the procedures adopted by rule under IC 4-22-2 by the
state board of tax commissiorers: department of local government
finance. Ifthe county assessor or township assessor fails to submit land
values under subsection (a) to the county property tax assessment board
of appeals before November 1 of the year before the date the general
reassessment under IC 6-1.1-4-4 becomes effective, the county
property tax assessment board of appeals shall determine the values. If
the county property tax assessment board of appeals fails to determine
the values before the general reassessment becomes effective, the state
board of tax commisstorers department of local government finance
shall determine the values.

(c) The county assessor shall notify all township assessors in the
county of the values as modified by the county property tax assessment
board of appeals. Township assessors shall use the values determined
under this section.

SECTION 38. IC 6-1.1-4-17 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 17. (a) Subject to
the approval of the state board of tax commtsstoners department of
local government finance and the requirements of section 18(a) of this
chapter, a:

(1) township assessor; or
(2) group consisting of the county assessor and the township
assessors in a county;
may employ professional appraisers as technical advisors.
(b) After notice to the county assessor and all township assessors in
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the county, a majority of the assessors authorized to vote under this
subsection may vote to:
(1) employ a professional appraiser to act as a technical advisor
in the county during a general reassessment period;
(2) appoint an assessor or a group of assessors to:
(A) enter into and administer the contract with a professional
appraiser employed under this section; and
(B) oversee the work of a professional appraiser employed
under this section.
Each township assessor and the county assessor has one (1) vote. A
decision by a majority of the persons authorized to vote is binding on
the county assessor and all township assessors in the county. Subject
to the limitations contained in section 18(a) of this chapter, the assessor
or assessors appointed under subdivision (2) may contract with a
professional appraiser employed under this section to supply technical
advice during a general reassessment period for all townships in the
county. A proportionate part of the appropriation to all townships for
assessing purposes shall be used to pay for the technical advice.

(c) As used in this chapter, "professional appraiser" means an
individual or firm that is certified under IC 6-1.1-31.7.

SECTION 39. IC 6-1.1-4-20 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 20. The state board
of tax commutsstoners department of local government finance may
establish a period with respect to each general reassessment that is the
only time during which a township or county assessor may enter into
a contract with a professional appraiser. The period set by the board
department of local government finance may not begin before
January 1 of the year the general reassessment begins. If no period is
established by the board; department of local government finance,
a township or county assessor may enter into such a contract only on or
after January 1 and before April 16 of the year in which the general
reassessment is to commence.

SECTION 40. IC 6-1.1-4-24 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 24. Immediately
following an assessment or reassessment of real property, the county
property tax assessment board of appeals shall notify the county auditor
of the assessed value of the land and improvements so assessed. The
county property tax assessment board of appeals shall give the notice
on the form and in the manner prescribed by the state board of tax
commisstoners: department of local government finance.

SECTION 41. IC 6-1.1-4-26 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 26. The state board
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of tax commutsstoners department of local government finance may
adopt or promulgate regulations, appraisal manuals, rules, bulletins,
directives, and forms for the assessment and reassessment of real
property.

SECTION 42. IC 6-1.1-4-27.5, AS ADDED BY P.L.198-2001,
SECTION 18,IS AMENDED TO READ ASFOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 27.5. (a) The auditor of each county shall
establish a property reassessment fund. The county treasurer shall
deposit all collections resulting from the property taxes that the county
is required to levy under this section in the county's property
reassessment fund.

(b) With respect to the general reassessment of real property which
is to commence on July 1, 2004, the county council of each county
shall, for property taxes due in the year in which the general
reassessment is to commence and the two (2) years immediately
preceding that year, levy against all the taxable property of the county
an amount equal to one-third (1/3) of the estimated cost of the general
reassessment.

(c) With respect to a general reassessment of real property that is to
commence on July 1, 2008, and each fourth year thereafter, the county
council of each county shall, for property taxes due in the year that the
general reassessment is to commence and the three (3) years preceding
that year, levy against all the taxable property in the county an amount
equal to one-fourth (1/4) of the estimated cost of the general
reassessment.

(d) The state board of tax commuisstoners or the department of local
government finance shall give to each county council notice, before
January 1, of the tax levies required by this section.

(e) The state board of tax eommisstoners or the department of local
government finance may raise or lower the property taxes levied under
this section for a year if the state board or the department determines
it is appropriate because the estimated cost of the general reassessment
has changed.

(f) If the county council determines that there is insufficient money
in the county's reassessment fund to pay all expenses (as permitted
under section 28 of this chapter) relating to the general reassessment
of real property commencing July 1, 2000, the county may, for the
purpose of paying expenses (as permitted under section 28 of this
chapter) relating to the general reassessment commencing July 1,2000,
use money deposited in the fund from taxes levied in 2000 or a later
year.

SECTION 43. IC 6-1.1-4-29 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
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FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 29. (a) The
expenses of a reassessment, except those incurred by the state board of
tax commisstorrers department of local government finance in
performing its normal functions, shall be paid by the county in which
the reassessed property is situated. These expenses, except for the
expenses of a general reassessment, shall be paid from county funds.
The county auditor shall issue warrants for the payment of
reassessment expenses. No prior appropriations are required in order
for the auditor to issue warrants.

(b) An order of the state board of tax commtsstoners department of
local government finance directing the reassessment of property shall
contain an estimate of the cost of making the reassessment. The local
assessing officials, the county assessor, the county property tax
assessment board of appeals, and the county auditor may not exceed
the amount so estimated by the state board of tax commisstoners:
department of local government finance.

SECTION 44. IC 6-1.1-4-31 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 31. (a) The state
board of tax commisstorers department of local government finance
shall periodically check the conduct of a general reassessment of
property. The board department of local government finance may
inform township assessors, county assessors, and the presidents of
county councils in writing if its check reveals that the general
reassessment is not being properly conducted, or if property
assessments under the general reassessment are not being properly
made.

(b) The failure of the board department of local government
finance to inform local officials under subsection (a) shall not be
construed as an indication by the board department that the general
reassessment is being properly conducted, or that property assessments
under the general reassessment are being properly made.

SECTION 45. IC 6-1.1-4-32, AS ADDED BY P.L.151-2001,
SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 32. (a) As used in this section, "qualifying
county" means a county having a population of more than four hundred
thousand (400,000) but less than seven hundred thousand (700,000).

(b) Notwithstanding 1€ 6=t1=4=15 and 1€ 6=+1=4=t7 sections 15
and 17 of this chapter, a township assessor in a qualifying county may
not appraise property, or have property appraised, for the general
reassessment of real property to be completed for the March 1, 2002,
assessment date. Completion of that general reassessment in a
qualifying county is instead governed by this section. The only duty of:

SEA 357 — Concur+



36

(1) a township assessor in a qualifying county; or

(2) a county assessor of a qualifying county;
with respect to that general reassessment is to provide to the state board
of tax commisstoners department of local government finance or the
state board's department's contractor under subsection (c) any support
and information requested by the state board department or the
contractor.

(c) The state board of tax commisstonrers department of local
government finance shall select and contract with a nationally
recognized certified public accounting firm with expertise in the
appraisal of real property to appraise property for the general
reassessment of real property in a qualifying county to be completed for
the March 1, 2002, assessment date. The contract applies for the
appraisal of land and improvements with respect to all classes of real
property in the qualifying county. The contract must include:

(1) a provision requiring the appraisal firm to:
(A) prepare a detailed report of:

(i) expenditures made after July 1, 1999, and before the date

of the report from the qualifying county's reassessment fund

under 1€ 6=+1=4=28; section 28 of this chapter; and

(i1) the balance in the reassessment fund as of the date of the

report; and

(B) file the report with:

(i) the legislative body of the qualifying county;

(i1) the prosecuting attorney of the qualifying county;

(ii1) the state board of tax commisstoners; department of

local government finance; and

(iv) the attorney general;
(2) a fixed date by which the appraisal firm must complete all
responsibilities under the contract;
(3) a provision requiring the appraisal firm to use the land values
determined for the qualifying county under 1€ 6=+1=4=13-6;
section 13.6 of this chapter;
(4) a penalty clause under which the amount to be paid for
appraisal services is decreased for failure to complete specified
services within the specified time;
(5) a provision requiring the appraisal firm to make periodic
reports to the state board of tax commisstoners; department of
local government finance;
(6) a provision stipulating the manner in which, and the time
intervals at which, the periodic reports referred to in subdivision
(5) are to be made;
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(7) a precise stipulation of what service or services are to be
provided;

(8) a provision requiring the appraisal firm to deliver a report of
the assessed value of each parcel in a township in the qualifying
county to the state board of tax commisstoners; department of
local government finance; and

(9) any other provisions required by the state board of tax
commisstoners: department of local government finance.

(d) After receiving the report of assessed values from the appraisal
firm, the state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance shall give notice to the taxpayer and the county
assessor, by mail, of the amount of the reassessment. The notice of
reassessment is subject to appeal by the taxpayer to the state Indiana
board. of tax commisstoners: Exeept as provided int subseetion te); The
procedures and time limitations that apply to an appeal to the state
Indiana board of tax commisstoners of a determination of the eounty
property tax assessment board of appealts under 1€ 6115
department of local government finance apply to an appeal under
this subsection. A determination by the state board of tax
commisstoners Indiana board of an appeal under this subsection is
subject to appeal to the tax court under IC 6-1.1-15.

fe) In order to obtain a review by the state board of tax
commisstoners under subseetion (d); the taxpayer must fite a petition
days after the notice of the state board of tax commtsstoners ts given to
the taxpayer under subsection (d):

6 (e) The state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance shall mail the notice required by subsection (d)
within ninety (90) days after the board department receives the report
for a parcel from the professional appraisal firm.

tg) (f) The cost of a contract under this section shall be paid from
the property reassessment fund of the qualifying county established
under 1€ 6=+1=4=27 section 27 of this chapter.

th) (g) Notwithstanding IC 4-13-2, a period of seven (7) days is
permitted for each of the following to review and act under IC 4-13-2
on a contract of the state board of tax commisstorrers department of
local government finance under this section:

(1) The commissioner of the Indiana department of
administration.

(2) The director of the budget agency.

(3) The attorney general.

(4) The governor.
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1) (h) With respect to a general reassessment of real property to be
completed under 1€ 6=t1=4=% section 4 of this chapter for an
assessment date after the March 1, 2002, assessment date, the state
board of tax commisstonrers department of local government finance
shall initiate a review with respect to the real property in a qualifying
county or a township in a qualifying county, or a portion of the real
property in a qualifying county or a township in a qualifying county.
The state board department of local government finance may
contract to have the review performed by an appraisal firm. The state
board department of local government finance or its contractor shall
determine for the real property under consideration and for the
qualifying county or township the variance between:

(1) the total assessed valuation of the real property within the
qualifying county or township; and

(2) the total assessed valuation that would result if the real
property within the qualifying county or township were valued in
the manner provided by law.

5 () If:

(1) the variance determined under subseetion (1) subsection (h)
exceeds ten percent (10%); and
(2) the state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance determines after holding hearings on the
matter that a special reassessment should be conducted;
the state board department shall contract for a special reassessment by
an appraisal firm to correct the valuation of the property.

& (j) If the variance determined under subseetion (1) subsection
(h) is ten percent (10%) or less, the state board of tax commtsstoners
department of local government finance shall determine whether to
correct the valuation of the property under:

(1) sections 9 and 10 of this chapter; or
(2) IC 6-1.1-14-10 and IC 6-1.1-14-11.

b (k) The state board of tax commisstonrers department of local
government finance shall give notice by mail to a taxpayer of a
hearing concerning the state board's department's intent to cause the
taxpayer's property to be reassessed under this section. The time fixed
for the hearing must be at least ten (10) days after the day the notice is
mailed. The state board department of local government finance may
conduct a single hearing under this section with respect to multiple
properties. The notice must state:

(1) the time of the hearing;
(2) the location of the hearing; and
(3) that the purpose of the hearing is to hear taxpayers' comments
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and objections with respect to the state board's department of
local government finance's intent to reassess property under this
chapter.

) (1) If the state board of tax commisstoners department of local
government finance determines after the hearing that property should
be reassessed under this section, the state board department shall:

(1) cause the property to be reassessed under this section;

(2) mail a certified notice of its final determination to the county
auditor of the qualifying county in which the property is located;
and

(3) notify the taxpayer by mail of its final determination.

) (m) A reassessment may be made under this section only if the
notice of the final determination under sttbseetton (B subsection (k) is
given to the taxpayer within the same period prescribed in IC 6-1.1-9-3
or IC 6-1.1-9-4.

o) (n) If the state board of tax commtisstoners department of local
government finance contracts for a special reassessment of property
under this section, the state board department shall forward the bill for
services of the contractor to the county auditor, and the county shall
pay the bill from the county reassessment fund.

) (0) A township assessor in a qualifying county or a county
assessor of a qualifying county shall provide information requested in
writing by the state board of tax commtsstoners department of local
government finance or the state board's department's contractor
under this section not later than seven (7) days after receipt of the
written request from the state board department or the contractor. If
a township assessor or county assessor fails to provide the requested
information within the time permitted in this subsection, the state board
of tax commtisstoners department of local government finance or the
state board's department's contractor may seek an order of the tax
court under IC 33-3-5-2.5 for production of the information.

@) (p) The provisions of this section are severable in the manner
provided in IC 1-1-1-8(b).

SECTION 46. IC 6-1.1-5-1 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 1. Except as
provided in section 9 of this chapter, the auditor, or, if authorized by
county ordinance, the surveyor of each county shall maintain a plat of
each civil township of the county the auditor or surveyor serves. The
plats shall be divided in such a manner that they clearly exhibit the
ownership and assessed value of each parcel of real property. The plats
must be in the form and contain the information prescribed by the state
board of tax commisstoners: department of local government
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finance. The plats shall be kept current.

SECTION 47. IC 6-1.1-5-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. (a) Except as
provided in section 9 of this chapter, county auditor may establish a
real property index numbering system in order to list real property for
purposes of the assessment and collection of taxes. The index
numbering system may be used in addition to, or in lieu of, the method
of listing real property otherwise provided by law. The index
numbering system shall describe real property by county, township,
block, and parcel or lot. The numbering system must be approved by
the state board of tax commisstoners department of local government
finance before it is implemented.

(b) If an index numbering system is implemented in a county, the
county auditor, except as provided in section 9 of this chapter, shall:

(1) establish and maintain cross indexes of the numbers assigned
under the system and the complete legal description of the real
property to which the numbers are related;

(2) assign individual index numbers which shall be carried on the
assessment rolls, tax rolls, and tax statements;

(3) keep the indexes established under this section open for public
inspection; and

(4) furnish all information concerning the index numbering
system to the assessing officers of the county.

(c) An index numbering system established under this section shall
be implemented on a county-wide basis.

SECTION 48. IC 6-1.1-5-8 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 8. Except as
provided in section 9 of this chapter, the county auditor of each county
shall annually prepare and deliver to the township assessor a list of all
real property entered in the township as of the assessment date. The
county auditor shall deliver the list within thirty (30) days after the
assessment date. The county auditor shall prepare the list in the form
prescribed or approved by the state board of tax commisstoners:
department of local government finance.

SECTION 49. IC 6-1.1-5-13 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 13. Each taxpayer
shall provide on a personal property return any information related to
real property owned, possessed, or occupied by him if the information
is required by the state board of tax commuisstoners: department of
local government finance.

SECTION 50. IC 6-1.1-5-14 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 14. Not later than
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May 15, each assessing official shall prepare and deliver to the county
assessor a detailed list of the real property listed for taxation in the
township. On or before July 1 of each year, each county assessor shall,
under oath, prepare and deliver to the county auditor a detailed list of
the real property listed for taxation in the county. In a county with an
elected township assessor under IC 36-6-5-1 in every township the
township assessor shall prepare the real property list. The assessing
officials and the county assessor shall prepare the list in the form
prescribed by the state board of tax commtsstoners: department of
local government finance. The township assessor shall ensure that the
county assessor has full access to the assessment records maintained by
the township assessor.

SECTION 51. IC 6-1.1-5-15 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 15. (a) Except as
provided in subsection (b), before an owner of real property
demolishes, structurally modifies, or improves it at a cost of more than
five hundred dollars ($500) for materials or labor, or both, the owner
or the owner's agent shall file with the county assessor in the county
where the property is located an assessment registration notice on a
form prescribed by the state board of tax commtsstoners: department
of local government finance.

(b) If the owner of the real property, or the person performing the
work for the owner, is required to obtain a permit from an agency or
official of the state or a political subdivision for the demolition,
structural modification, or improvement, the owner or the person
performing the work for the owner is not required to file an assessment
registration notice.

(c) Each state or local government official or agency shall, before
the tenth day of each month, deliver a copy of each permit described in
subsection (b) to the assessor of the county in which the real property
to be improved is situated.

(d) Before the last day of each month, the county assessor shall
distribute a copy of each assessment registration notice filed under
subsection (a) or permit received under subsection (b) to the assessor
of the township in which the real property to be demolished, modified,
or improved is situated.

(e) A fee of five dollars ($5) shall be charged by the county assessor
for the filing of the assessment registration notice. All fees collected by
the county assessor shall be deposited in the county property
reassessment fund.

(f) A township or county assessor shall immediately notify the
county treasurer if the assessor discovers property that has been
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improved or structurally modified at a cost of more than five hundred
dollars ($500) and the owner of the property has failed to obtain the
required building permit or to file an assessment registration notice.

(g) Any person who fails to:

(1) file the registration notice required by subsection (a); or

(2) obtain a building permit described in subsection (b);
before demolishing, structurally modifying, or improving real property
is subject to a civil penalty of one hundred dollars ($100). The county
treasurer shall include the penalty on the person's property tax
statement and collect it in the same manner as delinquent personal
property taxes under IC 6-1.1-23. However, if a person files a late
registration notice, the person shall pay the fee, if any, and the penalty
to the county assessor at the time the person files the late registration
notice.

SECTION 52. IC 6-1.1-5.5-3, AS AMENDED BY P.L.89-2001,
SECTION 2, IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 3. (a) Before filing a conveyance document
with the county auditor under IC 6-1.1-5-4, all the parties to the
conveyance must complete and sign a sales disclosure form as
prescribed by the state board of tax commisstoners department of
local government finance under section 5 of this chapter. All the
parties may sign one (1) form, or if all the parties do not agree on the
information to be included on the completed form, each party may sign
and file a separate form.

(b) Except as provided in subsection (c), the auditor shall forward
each sales disclosure form to the county assessor. The county assessor
shall retain the forms for five (5) years. The county assessor shall
forward the sales disclosure form data to the state board of tax
commisstoners; department of local government finance, in
electronic format if possible. The county assessor shall forward a copy
of the sales disclosure forms to the township assessors in the county.
The forms may be used by the county assessing officials and the state
board of tax commisstoners department of local government finance
for the purposes established in IC 6-1.1-4-13.6, sales ratio studies,
equalization, and any other authorized purpose.

(c) In a county containing a consolidated city, the auditor shall
forward the sales disclosure form to the appropriate township assessor.
The township assessor shall forward the sales disclosure form to the
state board of tax commisstoners; department of local government
finance in electronic format if possible. The township assessor shall
forward a copy of the sales disclosure forms to the township assessors
in the county. The forms may be used by the county assessing officials
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and the state board of tax commisstonrers department of local
government finance for the purposes established in IC 6-1.1-4-13.6,
sales ratio studies, equalization, and any other authorized purpose.

SECTION 53. IC 6-1.1-5.5-4.7, AS ADDED BY P.L.198-2001,
SECTION 23,IS AMENDED TOREAD AS FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE
UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4.7. (a) The assessment training fund is
established for the purpose of receiving fees deposited under section 4
of this chapter for the training of assessment officials and employees
of the state board of tax commisstoners or the department of local
government finance. The fund shall be administered by the treasurer of
state.

(b) The expenses of administering the fund shall be paid from
money in the fund.

(c) The treasurer of state shall invest the money in the fund not
currently needed to meet the obligations of the fund in the same
manner as other public money may be invested. Interest that accrues
from these investments shall be deposited into the fund.

SECTION 54. IC 6-1.1-5.5-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. The state board
of tax commuisstoners department of local government finance shall
prescribe a sales disclosure form for use under this chapter. The form
prescribed by the state board of tax commtsstoners department of
local government finance must include at least the following
information:

(1) The key number of the parcel (as defined in IC 6-1.1-1-8.5).
(2) Whether the entire parcel is being conveyed.

(3) The address of the property.

(4) The date of the execution of the form.

(5) The date the property was transferred.

(6) Whether the transfer includes an interest in land,
improvements, or both.

(7) Whether the transfer includes personal property.

(8) An estimate of any personal property included in the transfer.
(9) The name and address of each transferor and transferee.
(10) The mailing address to which the property tax bills or other
official correspondence should be sent.

(11) The ownership interest transferred.

(12) The classification of the property (as residential, commercial,
industrial, agricultural, vacant land, or other).

(13) The total price actually paid or required to be paid in
exchange for the conveyance, whether in terms of money,
property, a service, an agreement, or other consideration, but
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excluding tax payments and payments for legal and other services
that are incidental to the conveyance.

(14) The terms of seller provided financing, such as interest rate,
points, type of loan, amount of loan, and amortization period, and
whether the borrower is personally liable for repayment of the
loan.

(15) Any family or business relationship existing between the
transferor and the transferee.

(16) Other information as required by the state board of tax
commisstoners department of local government finance to
carry out this chapter.

SECTION 55. IC 6-1.1-7-2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 2. The state board
of tax commutsstoners department of local government finance may
adopt rules in order to provide a method for assessing mobile homes.
These rules must be consistent with this article.

SECTION 56. IC 6-1.1-7-5 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 5. A mobile home
which is subject to taxation under this chapter shall be assessed by the
assessor of the township within which the place of assessment is
located. Each township assessor of a county shall certify the
assessments of mobile homes to the county auditor in the same manner
provided for the certification of personal property assessments. The
township assessor shall make this certification on the forms prescribed
by the state board of tax commisstonrers: department of local
government finance.

SECTION 57. IC 6-1.1-8-4 IS AMENDED TO READ AS
FOLLOWS [EFFECTIVE UPON PASSAGE]: Sec. 4. (a) If a public
utility company operates a system partially within and partially witho